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I was in the midst of compiling results of a survey on authorship in physics (Tarnow, to be published; 3500 internet surveys were returned from the membership of a physics Society, equivalent to about about 12 % of correct Society e-mail addresses) when I found a very surprising relationship between Fellow status and professional age.


Being a Fellow is the a way for the Society to award distinction to selected members, as described by the Society:

The Society Fellowship Program was created to recognize members who may have made advances in knowledge through original research and publication or made significant and innovative contributions in the application of physics to science and technology. They may also have made significant contributions to the teaching of physics or service and participation in the activities of the Society. Each year, no more than one-half of one percent of the then current membership of the Society are recognized by their peers for election to the status of Fellow in The Society [bold by Society].

Figure 1 shows the correlation I found in my survey of Fellow status with professional age (the year at which the respondents received their PhDs).  As the Society members get older, they invariably become Fellows!  


Is it a case of perfect social darwinism, a case of fundamental respect for the elders in the profession, or - if the correlation goes the other way - is Fellowship a new wonder drug? 


The Society does not correlate Fellow status with professional age.
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Fig. 1 The probability of respondents claiming to be a "Fellow" of the SOCIETY vs. professional age.
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